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FAMOUS OLD PLAYS REANIMATED AS SCREEN DRAMAS

Kate Claxton, Associated for Many Years With | ..ceaca sy of ther names  2¥on 2 The Two Orphansin. ¢ | Delight of Our Grandfathers in Plays of Their
“The Two Orphans,” Sees the Cinema Re- 2 _ Day May Now Be Shared by the Young
production of D’Ennery’s Masterpiece of the New Generation

By LAWRENCE REAMER. hest known effort in that direction. Charles
PogTERlﬂ is golng to be much more Frohman produced it at the Aeademy wof

he pondered. The Impatient Amerlcan weather her daughter tended the stand for
owner took the play a bloek down Hroad- her. One week the old woman had ceme
way to Lester Wallack, who at his thealre back after a vacation.
on the northeast corner of Broadway and “Sell me the clothes
Thirteanth street, had a famous collection of on last week?" 1 =ud
actors. Mr. Wallack also hesitated, With having struggled to get u|| my courage.
three or four of his leading actors he listened  want to wear them in our new play.”

to a reading of the play, Dion Boucleault The old woman protested, bt after »

Musgic as “Two Little Vagrants."
fortunate t dece
@ than its predecessors ever D'Ennery's greatest triumph came, of

were. By the aid of science it 18- pourse. with “The Two Orphana” ot the
going to have a degres of hindsight almeost Porte St. Martin in 1875, It travelled rapid-

rqual to Its crowded present. Everyth'ng Iy about the ecivillzed world It was neted

daughtor had
usked hev after

wy

that has been will evidently he accessible to
future generations, Nobody to-day knows
how Mario sang. Hut in three-quarters of
a century from date it will be quite possible
to listem to Caruso. Just how Malibran
sang "Una voce poco fa" nobody alive in
the world to-day can tell, But every cadenza
uttered in the aria by her great successor
Sembrich is preserved for all time.
Not only is the ear Indulged in this
fashion. There are as interesting survivals
the eye. TFifty years from date there
will probably be no lving person who ean
truthifully boast of having seen “The Two
Orphans” unless that drama develops still
greater vitality and is again put before the
public just as it was the other day by the
impresario of the Porte 8L Martin Theatre,
8t which the plece wis first performed nearly
half a century ago. Buch an opportunity to
hear the play is only a long chance.. But it
can most certainly and vividly be seen,

Work of the Movies in Part
One of Preserving Masterpieces

For this s one o the artistic purposes
that the movies are porforming. Through
thix medium the famous old plays of the
past will he visible for a long time to coms,
The public may see them on the screen
untll the interest im them passés, Scientists
may see them for many years to_come. The
seenes and characters of these old plays are
constantly revived for a generation which
might néver have the opportunlty to make
the' acqualntance of their, characters and
their scenes, Of course thelr dialogue Is
lost to the world, But that privation will
be slight. Nobody went to see those old
plays when they were In their first fresh-
ness for the sake of the words that were
going to fall on their ears, It was to be
lost In their rapid action that spectators for
years flocked to these pieces. The move-
ment of their principal scenes may well be
reproduced on the screen

After he had selected the American by-
gosh classic “Way Down East” to immor-
talize op the sereen, D. W. Grifith chose
D'Enncry's “The Two Orphans,” one of the
most famous plays In the world, to rescue
from the oblivion into which it was rapidly
falling. It has been estimated roughly that
Kate Claxton alone played the blind heroine
in this country 7.000 times. 1f the question
is_put to the actress ghe quite frankly ad-
mits that she hasn't the faintest ldea, The
record shows that she has played the drama
for nearly thirty years. She could never
egcape from it. The powerful scenes com-
bined with her own famous performance
made it necessary for her to return again
and again to the drama in order to satisty
the public curiosity to see it. Maybe “Unele
Tom's Cabin” has been as frequently acted.
It Ig an Interesting fact that Phillipe D'En-
nery, who wrote with Robert Cormon “The
Two Orphans,” made the French vereion of
the book “La Case d4'0Oncle Tom" for the
stage, which subsequently served as the
foundation for the drama in other European
enuntries, D'Ennery had the habit of gue-
cesa as few of his colleagues ever pos
sessed it.

In looking over the list of his plays one
j¢ astonished to see the extent to which
slCCpLssPL—Ereal successes that were played
hundreds and  bundreds of times—Dbristle
among them. Any dramiatist who could put
(0 hig credit A Celebrated Case,” “Belphegor
the Mountebank,” “Don Cesar de Bézan"

Fanchon,” pliyed for years by Maggie
Mitehell, and half a dozen others only a
little less known, would be an astonishing
figure to-day. There are literally o hundred
ur more compositions attributed to him,
which include books for operas, [arces,
spectacular pieces and fairy plays. After he
had apparently remched an sge at which he
Md not need to trouble himself about sueh
things he went to see Jules Verne and pro-
posed to make ploys out of the books that
were the best sellers after the Pranco-
Prussian war, Thue began a new series of
triumphs for playwright and novellst. which
ncluded  “"Around the World in  Eighty
Days,"” “Twenty Thousand Leagues Under
the Sea" and other Verne romances

D’Ennery Made Popular Successes
From First Play to Last

D'Ennery's real nnme was Phillipe, Adolphe
Phillipe. Hig mother's name was Dennery.
8o when the voung man had conguered in
the struggle with his father, who wished his
“on to hecome a shopkeeper like him, he de-
cided to use hls mother's name, As Donnery
therafors he slgned his first play. When he
had Necome famons—and that happened very
goon—he got permisslon feom the Govern-
ment of France to sign himself "D'Ennery”
althongh Ih spite of the apostrophe, the “d"
always continued large. He was born on
June 17, 1811, He died In 18989, Bince "“The
Two Orphans” wias acted at the Porte 81,
Martin Theatre in 1875, he was only about
b at the time and not 90 as so many reports
hove it

D'Ennery was at once successful. Natur-
ally anybody g0 popular with the Parisinngs
hiud to be attacked by the critice. They
wlled poor old D'Ennery all sorts of names
Becai™se the publie loved his plays and
Nocked to hear them he was sald to Le de-
huuehing public taste. He nsked Vietor
Hugn to glve him Don Cesar out of “"Huy
Has™ and he wreote "Don Cesar de Bazan,”
which s oceasionally heard to thie day.
Theophile Gauthler was a famous eritie of
the time that made constant warfare on
infm. But D'Enmery went right on turning
out his Immensely successful plays. e did
not fall of appreciation in some of the most
Artistie  quarters  of France Magrenet
wgged him to make a libretto for him out
uf Cornellle’s “Le Cld," and before that
time he had prepared texts for Auber and
tiounod. There was scarcely a theatre to
which he did not have hospltable access
But he triumphed most at the Porte St
Martin, Melodrama winx above every olher
kind of play his strong point, His nephew
Mierre Decourcelle, 8 a well known French
playwright who has followed somewhnt
modestly in hia uncle's footsteps as a writer
of melodrama.  “Les Deux Gosses" is his

at the Union Sguare Thedatre on Decomber
21, 1875, The Union Bquare had at that
time one of the most famous companies (n
this country. So there were for the new
play such actors as Kate Claxton, Kitty
Blanchard, Maude Granger, Marie Wllkins
Ida Vernon, Charles Thorne, F. F. Mackey,
Charles Parselle. Staart Robson, McKee
Rankin and Fanny Morant. These were
great names in thelr day. The play ran for
180 nights, Tts run was ended then becanse
the Union Square Theatre company had to
go to Chicago, a programme which could not
in those days be changed, since contracts
were not so eagily altered. The play was
revived the following winter, with Sara
Jewett as Henrviette in place of Kitty Blan-
chard. Later Miss Claxton began her star-
ring tour and Sara Jewett played Louise,
while Maud Harrifon acted Henriette. Miss
Claxton never meant to play the blind girl
on her tour and began in A. E. Lancaster's
“Consclence.” But the public demand to see
D'Ennery’s play was too great and she had
to revive it. For nearly thirty vears it was
in her repertoire. TLong after ita first pro-
duction “The Two Orphans” was ncted at
Booth's Theatre here. to receipts for one
week of $11,400, which was phenomenal for
that time,

The last—probably in reality the last. -

since the play has passed out of the dra-
matic mode of the time—revival of “The
Two Orphans” .was made at the New Am-
sterdam Theatre on March 28, 1904, Clara
Morris made her last appearance on the
stage 48 the nun In that production. Crace
(deorze and Margaret Illington were the
two sisters, Elita Proctor Otis the hag and
Kyrle Bellew the chevalier. The play had
such a success on this revival that the com-
pany acted it for the whole of the next
season over the country, At the firs! per-
formance Miss Claxton =at in a box.

D’Ennery melodrama.
Fi

-

Charles R. Thorne in his character The Chevalier in the great

Mr. Grifith, who is using his invariable
eare in making such pletures, has bullt an
elghteenth  century  Paris  street  for  the
ww gf the play. So there will be a'l pos-
realism In the exterlor scenes. But
wer he may do to control art Mr
Griffith is not vet great enough as a director
to muaster the farces of nature. 1t is indis-
pensable that the third act passing in front
of Notre Dame shonld take place in 4 snow
storm. It I8 not snough In the movies for
a #tage hand to seatter torn up paper
through the air., Ho the public will not ses
“The Two Orphans" until there has been a
healthy young fall of snow over the Orif-
fith studio in Westchestsr

Real Streets and Scenes Being
Built for the Movie Version

The director has selected some of his most
popular actors for the film, which is to be
amplified, of eourse, In the tsunl way of the
picture play with seencs from the French
Revolution, which was Just on the point of
reaking out when the action of the Jrama
beging, The two sisters are to bhe mimed by
the Gish sisters, Dorothy and Lillian, while
Josef Bchildkeaut will be the chevalier-—a
mueh yvounger one than the public wes fc-
customed to see In the days of the play's
popularity. The scissors grinder will e em-
nodied by Frank Puglla, whom Mr. Criffith
discovered In the Itallgn compuny of Mimi
Awnglia. Luciliec LaVérne, Katherlne Hm
met, Sheldon Lewis and Frank Loses will
mime the other parts,

Mr. Grifith s not alarmed by the melo-
dramatic character of the plece. Buat A, M.
Palmer was when he first heard of the new
play that Hart dackeon had bought for him
in Europe

‘You had better tuke this to Junius Brutus

Hkes melodrama and can have it for
which I8 the cast of it =0 lar to me."

4 was profoundly impressed by the pathos
and tenderness of some
cially bétween
at the Halpetrl

wied with this play of D'Ennery cn the
years ago that o manager in con-
coneerning a revivaj
haven't heard about

Kate Claxton and Kate Claxton & 'The Or-

phang'—bath of them.”

o goers for nearly

when shie was at the height of her popularity
a rovivel made hy A M.

droma wns noew,
degree ohliterated the

+ of them in any
memory of Miss Clax-
» ldentified in a
h drama I8 so
fine of te kind

n gracious, sllm woman who must
older thun the girlish s
s, the fresgh skin and the eheery manner
lives In comfortable
apartmentis not far from the theatre district.
Her 1ife i= filled with varied useful interests
na the organizntions of her

of yvouth suggest,

of the cinema of the famous old play than
anything else.

“Caruso Is gone,"” she said, with a look of
rogret, “but his volee is preserved by <eience
in the wonderful records he made Mr
Griffith is doing the same for some ol the
notable old plays which are not adapted to
the tuste of the day. He is preserving them
for posterity.”

Miss Claxton was a youthful member of

the company when Hart Jackson came backe

from ‘Parls with the manuscript which he
had bought from D'Ennery and Cermon, [t
wis submitted to A, M. Pulmer, then man-
ager with Sheridan Shook of the Unjon
Square Theatre, in those years at the height
of ita artistic glory. Mr. Palmer read the
play. In spite of Its great success in Paris

wis there in an advisory capacity.

The dramatist showed approval fn his
manner after the reading of the first act
The second left him with an expression of
uncertainty on his face He was restless
during the reading of the third act, puckered
up his lpe judielously and during the read-
ing of the fourth act constantly shifted his
position in his chair.

“Never, never," he said springing up when
the last word of the fumons scenc had been
read. “will any audience bhe satisfied with o
play In which it ig Kept walting for four
acts to see the characters that it became
acquainted with in the first"”

Mr, Wullsck abided by the criticism of a
famous piaywright, manager and actor, for
Houcleault was all of these, and “The Two
Orphans” went back to Mr, Palmer. This
axpert testimony must hove robbed Mr. Wal-
lack of thousands of doilars

A. M. Paimer was litera}llyv the director
of the production, although he had a gl
manager to carry into effect his directio
Every night before the rehearsals he =tudled
the manuscript that he was to teach to the
actors the next day.

Kate Claxton Tells How

“Two Orphans” Was Rehearsed

"The play maved easlly for all of us,” Miss
Claxton s=aid, “for, even I 1t perhaps ought
not to be admitted, such a fine piece of con-
atruction always plaved [(tself whoever the
acvtors happened to he They could never
quite spoll it I have seen representations
that were not promi but they alwavs
had a certain effectivenes=. It was not pos-
=sible to spuil altogether ‘The Two Orphans.' "
Mis= Claxton just hefore the production
of the French masterplece had been a mem-
her of Augustin Daly's company. Spencer
Houghton Cone, her grandfather, was famois
a8 a Baptist o 2vmun. writer and actor
He wae for a while chaplain of Congrese,
Mise C(laxton had mads o great =uccess n
Bovcleault's A0 Asiray.” and when It
came to the casting of D'Ennery's work the

Llindl heraine went to her

“Why in the world did Mr. Palmoer essay
pick you wut for Lowise !’ asked the leading
actor, Charles Thorné, & famous player in
his day. "“You'll never consent to weanr

rags.” She had hitherto acted only young
women of modish life, and her youthful
beauty had been enhanced by her smart
froclks

“Hut [ did wear rags” Miss Cluxton sahl,
“and how hard they were to et in those
daye! Down at the corner of Fourth avenue
and Thirteenth =street there was an old
woman who sold newspapers In bad

while gave in. So I had at leagt =ome rags
to begin with I patched theas out with
=ome others. and my costume for the parts
af the play In which | do not wear the
Breton dress was ready. How much more
easily 'all that sort of thing s managed
to-day. Lillian Gish had a wonderful outht
of rags quite easily prepared for her at the
studio Speaking of dress. Mr. Griffith
often shows me thé comipliment of inviting
me to sit next to him during the filming of
the scenes. The material of the gown worn
by the Countess costs no less than $40 &
vard., 1 expressed my horror at such ex-

tra we, But | learned that Mr. Grifth
had hls reasons.
He explained that there are no colors for

tim in pletures but black and white.
But the Jii sign of the silk §= in such colors
that there will be no less than twelye shades
ol Ay runging from the white to black
ul the film

“COne night we suw Bronson Howard sit- |
ting in o box at the play,” Miss Claxton
gaid, “and after the performance he was
courtecis enough to come on the stage to
soealk to me, We had been playing all week
with extra matinees to accommodate the
crowds. Tt wns 2aturdsy night, and we were
exhausted,

‘How in the world,' I gsked him, ‘can you
st through this play? You must aiready
hive seen [t often We were so tired we
ould scarcely geot through.'

! hy, I've been having the 3Ireatest
legson of my life in dramatlc constroction'
he =aid. ‘The way in which the authors
Hlend four stories, weave one in and out of
the others and keep them all the while per-
feetly datinet §s a les=on in stage techniqus
to any dramatisr.” "

Miss Claxton says =he has no ldea how
many times she acted the part of the blind
wirl. “For a quarter of a century Miss C}
tan playved the role, She acted In sud '| n'h'l
18 “The 8ea of 1ee,” “The Douhble Mar-
“Mhe World Against Her" and “Con-
; It there was nh\mn a demand
1m the D'Ennery melodrama. *1 am =lways
=0 delighted,” Miss Claxton sald, “when
ebody rememBbers me in some other role
Mian Lowise. But that doesn’t happen often,
I am g that I have forgotten how often
I played the blind girl. It's a good thing not
T re mber what one has been doing for
an long, you know, just as it |s not to recall
ton exactly the wvears that have passed—to
he exact, just how ald you are. Don’t you
agree with me?

Then Miss Claxton smiled In a way to
drive all thoughts of the vears from any-
body s mind.
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Millions Now Saved by Chemistry

USE for everything and nothing in the
A discard i the manufacturers’ slogan
to-day. There will be shown at the
Eighth Coast Artillery Armory this week
(September 12-17) at the seventh national
exposition of chemical Industries  what
psirange anomalies industrinl pesearch has
disclosed.

A lump of coul may be followed through
il Its transformations By diatillation it
becomes coke, Huminating gas and tar, The
latter is further metamorphosed into the

murderous gases and high explosives of war
healing antiseptics, disinfectants and modi-
cines to offzef its results, and dyesiaffs,
paint, paving filler, rrmﬂné, perfumes and a
thousind other products gsthetl o cssen-
tinl to our dally lyes.

Artificial Citric Acid
Is a Coal Tar Product

Now comes Lhe first coal tar product to
he used as an acld, most properly mnking
ite debut on that pride of prohibition, the
soft drink counter. This I8 an artificial
malele aeld, the substitute for cream of tar
tar or -llrll neld which 8 used for wcldify-
ing soft drinks. 1t is the sume acld which =
tasted in apples and s much in evidonee
these hot days where synthetic oranges re
fresh the parched throats of Manhattanites,

Coal tar, however, g not thg only chame-
leon In our chemical world, Corn cobs will
be exhibited in far different realms; |
a cellulose for the abrorption of such
Ingredients as nitroglycerine in the
facture of dynamite and as a promising rw
material for the commercial production of
acetie and lactic acld, the latter much In de
mand for supplying the tart taste to many
of the soft drinks on the market Laaetic
acid s a normal constituent of milk It s
ueed in ginger ale and such beverages to A
lnrge extent

From a ton of corn oobg it has been est)
muated that approximately 300 pounds of ace
tie and 320 pounds of Inetle schd can be pro
duced, Some dea of the possible value of
corn cohe may e galthered from the t
that there are produced in the United States
alone mors than 200000000 ton= of them an
nually. Other chemicale of considerable
value can therefore be n e from cobs which
were once considersd waste

While speaking of the effecis of prohibl
thon, there 8 the most interesting product
of one time brewery of Qolden, Colo., who re-
vamped their beer factories for Industrial
purposcs when the State went dfy and now
produce a porcelaln from their unusual Colo
rado mud which is as fine an article as can
be made anywhere in the world

Aleohol is of vital importance to many
chemleal reactions. The first large produc
tlon of “waterproof” alecohol, guaranteesd at
solute 100 per cont for Industrial purpores
only—has been put on the market. If you
are a manufacturer, you may have a e
natured formula to sult yYour requlrements

The chemist reports that from the jules
of Iimperfect specimens of lemons  culled
out as unsalable frull for such reasons s
Irregular shape, frost damage, thorn pricks,
wind scars, Insect marks, excessive scale
orf any sort of mechanical injury or indl
eation of future decay or Imperfoction, citr
acid 1s made at the rate of seventy pounds
to each ton of fruit The acid is used in

muanu-

the making of lemonade and other frait acid
drinks which are vended on the streets and
algo In a wide variety of bottled beverages
baking powders, and in numerous chemical

ok oil = & new food product which
the chemist finds an excellent fare for poul
try, while the new sawdust cattle feed pro
duced in a Western State during a terrible
drought probably will c¢reate n rival 1o the

ogtrich and bIUY goat among the lowing
kine. A representative of the Forest Prod
uects Laboratory at Madison, Wis, reports

that by the use of dlluted s=ulphuric acid
afterward neutralized by lime n very satisfac
tory provender may be made from ths waste
of the buzzsaw Afler the llme and acid
have been ellminated there remains a =oft
branlike food containing about 15 per cent
of water and rich in sugars. Thr WS
at the laboratory took this ligneous diet on
trust, belleving it to b of grain, and not only
did they fatten on it for three months but
gave more milk

The Amerlcan Peat Soclety exhibits prod-

uets from peat. This organic residuom of
gomi-decomposed leaves, twigs, roots, trunks
of trees, shrubs, mosses and other vegeta-
tion in areas continually covered or sat-
urnted with ter, when worked up pro-
duces gas, charconl, coke and innumerable
valunhle by-products Peat moss, marsh
grass and fibrous peat are empl «d In the
manufacture of surgical dressings, packing
materinl, artificinl wood and of substitutes
of cotton and waollen cloth Carpets of un
usunl te ire dysid with peat dye vie with
horse blankets and common twine for at
tention

While In the United States peat is utilfzed
chiefly as an ingredient of fertllizers, ax
conditioner In st
in London Dr. Allee M. Huart has produced
from this same boggy mould a rich 1
dye. Yellows, hrowns and grays can also Iu
secured from the same amine or dye base
by & certain acld treatment, making inex-
pensive plgments Sn the old bog, long a
shunned spot of unhealth, is made to yleld
m...; clothing and beauly

k food and as o crop sofl

Mental Test Romes Many Comments

0 widely has the wave of interest in the
S test of Intelligence submitted by the
University of Washington spread in
consequence of the publication of this =eries
of questions In a recent lssue of Tur New
York Herarp this newspaper has received

many |etters encl 1 solntlons letiers

asking for the correct answers, letters of
eriticlem, &, Certiin of these letters, soem-
ing to contaln matter of moment on the
subject, have been drawn from in an effort
to satinfy this general curlosity. It js obvi-
ma that Tuw Heralb has no right to publish
the anawers accepted by the universily as
cofrect and application for thoese should iw
made direct to the university nuthorities at
Seattle,

A writer who signe himself “Unintelligent
tut Corlons,” asks pertineny questions gbhout
three types of guestion. The type O prob-
lem puexles Rim In Instances. Type F aleo
1Mords him ground for eritlelsm.  He says

“The problems under type I present soms
interesting suggestions o the ave
intelligent, ke myself, The Instr
specific and unmistakable: If the statement
I= true, underline ‘trug’ and vice-versa
Thix statemen! preclades any liberty of ds
clalon that some may half true and ?
false, or any other percentage of (ruth’

He then studies problem No, %0 which
“Chicngo s nearer 21, Paul than = Mem
phis. but farther away than Milwnukes
Therefore Milwanukes (= farther from 8t
Paul than is Memphin'

f this problem “Unintelligent But Curi
vie” sayve: “Here we have three alleged
siatements of fmet, one of which Ix the ron
clusion. The first statement s correct, the
second incorrect and the third, contained in
the conclusion {ncorrect It does not appear
difficult to the average unintelligent to de-
cide that the propounder of this problem was
out to eateh the victim nnd that we are only
concerned with the truth or falsity of the
second  wsentence and  concluslon, Nev
theless, here la o problem that is mathe
matically twoe-thirds llc and one-third truth,

" 1un
NE are

with the vietim only permitted to show his
‘Intelligence "~ really one-third of It—on one,
the second He"

Another |= problemm No. 178, It reads
Ralph I= older than Frank and taller than
John: Frank is older than y and Roy l=
shorter than. John. Therefors Ralph ls the
olidest and tallest of the four

We learn here these facts,” savs *Inir
eligent Bat Curious,” Ralph is older t
Frank and Frank (= older than Ros
nothing as to John's position In the
wirqy e Halph |= 1 than John and Roy Is
" " than . ut nothing to show that
FPrank i= taller shorter than Ralph or Roy

It i= pot necessarily trae or untruoe that

alph n=s st the conclusion is the old-

ext and tn the four. Bu! te be jn-
telllgent one mus=t have known these three
Interesting gentlemen and be gahle to state In
npproximately ten seconds the truth or

ity of the ass i I fesl T am one of
at lenst a4 fow score of the lamentably an-
intell nt wh would fike to have an ox-
planation of theses prohlems™

A former publle achool teacher sends [n a
sharp oritciem ol the test, saying, “As n
thrille e Inftelligence test’ printed In the
Magazine of July 17 I= o success, but thers
Its wvalues enids it merely shows that one
peculinrly qualifisd man could answer some
aF  many  tothe thaurd  questlons  very
ulekly

He then furnish l that w admin.-
istored to o clnex 5B in public school, The
nverpnge on thi=s test (it follows) was thirty-
olght pey cent.  Ower half of the clade sue

coaded In answering one sxampla correctly
in thirty minutes

0 |ma what per cent. of 87
#7 In what per cent. of .78,
Multiply the sum of these tweo nam

bore by their Jdifforence

LolE apple i nta and sell 3 for
1 Find the percentage of main
I borrow §750 to-day Rate of Interest
i per oot What must T repuy July §
next

How mar vilona in a clrcular ok,
T foot diamoter, 13 foot high.

)



